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distance may be anything from 20 to 200 miles), there are
rest houses, primitive huts where the traveller may spend the
night or seek shelter from the terrible purga. The autumn and
winter are both busy seasons, for it is only when the snow lies
upon the ground that long journeys can be made. Eight to
twelve dogs are harnessed to a sledge, and very long journeys
can be made with their aid. It is not considered unusual to
travel 400 miles in this manner at the rate of 20 miles a day.
Although the small dray reindeer may draw, a sledge from
20 to 30 miles in a day the dog is generally considered to have
greater powers of endurance.
Hunting continues from the beginning of October until
the middle of May. Then follows the rasputitsa, described
above, when transport of any kind is impossible. During
-June the villages are deserted. The whole population turns
out, travelling down the rivers on fishing or goose-hunting
expeditions, or collecting logs and brushwood for the winter
fuel supply. When a goose-hunt is organized the men travel
some hundreds of miles down-stream in light wooden craft,
which they often take thirty or forty miles across the open
sea in the gulfs at the river mouth. The geese moult in
thousands on the shores of the Arctic, and during the moulting
season are quite helpless. With a great deal of shouting and
noise they are surrounded and driven into huge nets. They
are then killed. At the end of a week as many as four thousand
birds may have been slaughtered; their bodies are piled up
into a huge heap, smeared over with mud, and left to freeze.
They cannot be transported during the summer, as the boats
are too small. But during the winter these huge dumps of'
frozen flesh are visited and the meat taken away by sledge.
Sometimes a caribou is shot, and the carcass buried and
left as food for the dogs during the winter trapping expeditions.
Should it ever be possible to develop fast air-transport for
freight to and from the Arctic shores, an immense new source
of food supply for the towns of the U.S.S.R. could be created.
There is lib industrial activity in the lower parts of the
north-flowing rivers of this region. It is known that there are"
deposits of silver, ^Jead, and coal near the mouth of the river